“Skateboard Park” / “Leash Free Dog Run” Writing Assignment

Chart: NEISS Sports Injuries Data

Skill Builder 1

1. Answers will vary. Students should say that

basketball has the highest estimated number of

injuries, but they may or may not be surprised.

2. Males are more likely to have sports-related

injuries. The two exceptions are horseback riding

and volleyball.

3. Skateboarders age 5–14 are more injury-prone

than the other age groups.

4. Answers will vary. Students might say that the

total number of people who play a given sport

may affect the number of injuries. Therefore,

basketball players might be injured more often

than skateboarders simply because there are

more basketball players than skateboarders.

Also, some sports, such as horseback riding,

might have more severe injuries but fewer

overall injuries than other sports.

Skill Builder 2

1. The visual and the documents both relate to

skateboarding.

2. Answers will vary. Students might say that the

information in the documents is designed to be

persuasive, while the chart presents a set of facts

for the reader to interpret on his or her own.

3. Answers will vary. Students might say that the

documents are more convincing because they

give context for safety-related facts.

4. Answers will vary. Students might say that

people against the skateboard park would use

the injury data to show that skateboarding is a

dangerous sport. People for the park might argue

that basketball has the most injuries, and there

are plenty of public basketball courts. Therefore,

safety is a persuasive argument for building a

skateboard park.
Advertisement: New England Kennel Club

Skill Builder 1

1. The purpose of the advertisement is to promote

a bench show sponsored by the New England

Kennel Club.

2. Answers will vary. Students might say that the

poster should have included the beginning and

end times, or the cost of attending.

3. Answers will vary. Students might say that they

were drawn in by the image of dogs before they

noticed the text.

4. Answers will vary. One alternative advertisement

could be a television commercial promoting the

event. This approach could potentially reach

more viewers than the poster advertisement.

Skill Builder 2

1. The visual and the documents both relate to dogs.

2. Answers will vary. Students might say that the

advertisement encourages viewers to attend a one-time event, while the documents encourage

readers to support an ongoing service, namely a

dog park.

3. Answers will vary. Students might say that

more people would see the advertisement,

depending on the number of posters and where

they were placed. Other students might say that

more people will see the Web site because it is

available worldwide through the Internet.

4. Answers will vary. Students might say that

a poster has only enough space for limited

information, but might reach people who

are unfamiliar with its topic. A Web site can

accommodate more information, but people are

less likely to stumble upon it, unless they are

searching for related information on the Internet.
