Auschwitz

Skill Builder 1

1. Answers will vary. Students will likely say that

the fi gures are prisoners in the Auschwitz camp.

Some students might identify the large yellowhaired

fi gure as a guard.

2. Answers will vary. Students might say that the

multi-colored fi gures in the mid-ground are

waiting in line to be killed in the gas chambers

in the background. The smoke rising from

the buildings in the back is from bodies being

burned in the crematoria of the camp.

3. Answers will vary. Students might say the author

chose a thin frame width to enhance the sense of

imprisonment, and to heighten the magnitude of

the crime committed in the buildings dominating

the background. The artist also used unnatural

coloring and misshapen human fi gures to

heighten the sense of chaos and the twisted

nature of the inhuman acts that were being

perpetrated at the prison.

4. Answers will vary. Students should use details

from the painting to support their answers.

Skill Builder 2

1. The painting depicts Auschwitz, a Nazi

concentration camp. Most of the Frank family

and the other people arrested in the Secret Annex

were imprisoned in Auschwitz.

2. On the train to Westerbork, Anne could not leave

the window because she was delighted that after

two years in their cramped hiding place, she

could fi nally see the countryside. The people

in the painting, however, appear very fearful,

trapped, and twisted by pain and suffering.

3. Answers will vary. Students might say that

the selection shows Anne’s humanity and

hopefulness even in the face of horrifying

experiences. The painting, however, appears to

be desolate and utterly without hope.

4. Answers will vary. Students should use details

from the painting and the selection to support

their answers.
