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Selection Reading Focus

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows: Main Characters in “The

Wise Old Woman”: The young lord, the

farmer, and the farmer’s mother. Characters’

actions and reactions: The lord passes a new
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law that sends people over the age of seventyone

to the mountains to die. The farmer does

not like this new law, as he loves his elderly

mother. The mother goes to the mountains

with her son when she turns seventy-one, not

wanting to break the new law and endanger

her son’s life. The son refuses to abandon his

mother and hides her in his house instead. A

new lord demands the townspeople give him

one thousand ropes of ash. Nobody can figure

out how to do this except the wise old woman,

hidden in the farmer’s house. The town is

saved by her idea. She continues to provide

solutions to the terrible lord’s threats. The lord

eventually realizes how much wisdom and

knowledge old people possess and how he had

made a foolish mistake by banishing all the

old people from the village. The Main

Characters in “Mrs. Flowers”: Marguerite,

Mrs. Bertha Flowers. Characters’ actions

and reactions: Mrs. Flowers “throws a

lifeline” to Marguerite by asking that

Marguerite carry her groceries home from the

Store. Mrs. Flowers asks Marguerite about

school, and questions her about why she

doesn’t speak in class. She invites the girl over

for tea and lemonade and tells her how

important it is to both read and speak words.

Marguerite is so impressed with Mrs. Flowers

that she takes in every word and even

memorizes some of what Mrs. Flowers says.

Mrs. Flowers provided Marguerite “lessons

for living.” Marguerite remembers these

lessons fondly for the rest of her life. After

You Read: The mother in “The Wise Old

Woman” is symbolic of the knowledge and

wisdom older people possess. Mrs.

Flowers can also be seen as symbolic for an

older person who passes important knowledge

to the younger generation.
