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Pyramus and Thisbe, from A Midsummer Night’s Dream
By William Shakespeare
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Student responses will vary. A sample response follows: I enjoyed the misstatement “If we offend, it is with our good will.” The speaker, Peter Quince, is trying to be gracious in front of the royal crowd but ends up insulting them instead. Peter Quince appears foolish and inept as a result. I have said similar things unintentionally, but earnestly. I also enjoyed the wordplay in the following lines: “This is the silliest stuff that ever I heard.” “It must be your imagination then, and not theirs.” The players are so unskilled that any humor or silliness in the play generates comes from the perceptions 



and intelligence of the audience. The lines are very clever, almost sarcastic, and sound a lot like contemporary dialogue.
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