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Selection Reading Focus

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows: Paul Revere’s Ride—Lines

10–14: My Paraphrase: Shine one light if you

see the British invading by land, and shine two

lights if you see them coming by sea. I’ll be

waiting across the water, ready to ride and

warn villagers and farmers in Middlesex that

the British are coming so people will be up

and have time to get their weapons. Lines 17–

19: My Paraphrase: As the moon rose over the

bay, there was the British warship, the

Somerset. Lines 107–110: My Paraphrase: A

person who was safe and sleeping in his bed

would later in the day be at the bridge, the first

to fall dead from a British musket bullet.

Barbara Frietchie—Lines 7–8: My

Paraphrase: The orchard looked like the

Garden of Eden to the hungry rebel army.

Lines 17–22: My Paraphrase: Barbara

Frietchie got up, bent over with her ninety

years of age and the bravest of all in

Frederick, took the flag that the soldiers had

torn down, and hung it from her attic window

to show that at least one person was still loyal.

Lines 57–58: My Paraphrase: The flag

symbolized peace, order, and beauty and light

(knowledge) and law. After You Read: Paul

Revere’s Ride, lines 125–130: The memory of

that dark and dangerous night long ago will

stay with Americans all through history. In

difficult times, people will remember Paul

Revere’s hurried ride and his message of

defiance. Barbara Frietchie, lines 59–60:

Forever, the stars in the sky will look down on

the stars of the flag flying in the town of

Frederick.
