HAMADI

BY NAOMI SHIHAB NYE

Selection Reading Focus

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows: Detail About Mr. Hamadi:

Mr. Hamadi wears a jacket and tie.

My Experience: Seems formal for a casual

visit. My Inference: He likes to

present himself well. Detail About Mr.

Hamadi: Mr. Hamadi likes to preach about

how much to eat and when. My Experience:

Nobody asked for advice about eating or

drinking water. My Inference: Mr. Hamadi

likes to think of himself as a healthy person.

Detail About Mr. Hamadi: Speaking Arabic

makes Mr. Hamadi feel sad and remember his

mother. My Experience: It’s hard to miss a

parent. My Inference: Mr. Hamadi must feel a

lot of love for his mother. Detail About Mr.

Hamadi: Mr. Hamadi believes that it’s the

same thing to meet a person in real life and

meet a character in a book. My Experience: A

good book can make you feel like you know

the characters. My Inference: Mr. Hamadi is a

bit of a dreamer. Detail About Mr. Hamadi:

Mr. Hamadi does not want to travel back

home. My Experience: Sometimes things

change over time in a hometown. My

Inference: Mr. Hamadi might be too upset if

things in his hometown have changed, so he

does not return. After You Read: Mr. Hamadi

is a bit old-fashioned, loves learning, and is a

true friend to all.
