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Selection Reading Focus

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows: Story Passage: When the

sun had tired and sunk behind the mountains,

Ito signaled us that it was time to go home.

Language and Tone: The phrase tired and

sunk could be used to describe the workers

and the mood of the story. Story Passage:

Suddenly I noticed Papa’s face turn pale as he

looked down the road. “Here comes the school

bus,” he whispered loudly in alarm. Language

and Tone: Papa’s face turns pale, as if he’s

terrified. He whispers loudly in alarm, as

though he’s hiding something. The tone is

fearful. Story Passage: “The first thing we

have to do this morning is finish reading the

story we began yesterday,” he said

enthusiastically. He walked up to me, handed

me an English book, and asked me to read.

“We are on page 125,” he said politely.

Language and Tone: The author uses words

like enthusiastically and politely to show that

Mr. Lema is a nice, understanding teacher.

The tone is positive and warm. Story Passage:

The sound gave me goose bumps. I knew that

sound. I had heard it in many corridos. “How

would you like to learn how to play it?” he

asked. He must have read my face because

before I could answer, he added: “I’ll teach

you how to play it during our lunch hours.”

Language and tone: The narrator gets goose

bumps when he hears the instrument. The

teacher preceives his eagerness to learn the

trumpet. The tone is excited and hopeful.

Story Passage: I thought they were happy to

see me, but when I opened the door to our

shack, I saw that everything we owned was

neatly packed in cardboard boxes. Language

and Tone: The author repeats the phrase about

everything being neatly packed in cardboard

boxes to illustrate the cycle of the family’s

life. The tone is sad. After You Read: The

story’s overall mood is discouraging and sad.
