Name ______________________________  
Date __________________
Unit: Learning From History
Compare/Contrast Essay
Use this rubric to assess the student’s writing.  
Assignment: Choose two selections from this section, and write an essay comparing their views of the American dream.
	The student clearly presented an introduction and thesis statement in the first paragraph.

	

	The student included details and examples as he or she explained how selection 1 reflects the hopes and realities of the American dream.

	

	The student included details and examples as he or she explained how selection 2 reflects the hopes and realities of the American dream.

	

	The student drew a conclusion about the similarities and differences in how each selection treats the American dream.

	

	The student organized the essay and used transitional words.

	


Scale:

	Excellent

4
	Very Good

3
	Fair

2
	Poor

1

	The student completed the task with no major errors.  

The student demonstrated a full understanding of the concepts.
	The student completed the task with a few major errors and some minor errors.

The student demonstrated a strong understanding of the concepts.
	The student completed the task with some major errors and many minor errors.

The student had some difficulty understanding the concepts.
	The student fails to complete the task.

The student does not understand the concepts.
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