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Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


In “I’m Nobody!”, Emily Dickinson presents a negative view of being famous. She says it would be “dreary” to be Somebody and to be “telling your name” to the people who admire you. I think her view is half true and half not of modern celebrities and views of being a celebrity. People today do admire celebrities, probably more than ever. Many people are obsessed with knowing about the lives of celebrities and with dressing and looking like their favorite celebrities. For some celebrities it probably is dreary to be bothered by photographers and fans all the time. However, I think her view that it is awful to be a celebrity is not the predominant modern view. Reality shows and talk shows on television are examples of ways that everyday people want to be famous. So I think her poem actually captures different points of view of celebrity in modern times. It’s dreary in ways, yet more people than ever want “to tell their name the livelong June” and want to be admired.
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6. Answers May Vary.

Original content Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor.


59
Collection 7 Resources


