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Selection Test

Comprehension


1.
A
4.
A


2.
B
5.
C


3.
D

Vocabulary Development
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8.
D


7.
A
9.
B

Vocabulary Skill


10.
D
12.
A
14.
C


11.
B
13.
E
15.
F

Literary Focus


16.
A
17.
C
18.
A

Reading Focus


19.
B
20.
C
21.
C

Fifteen-Minute Timed Writing


22.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


In the story “Antaeus” the building owner is like Hercules because he destroys T.J.’s connection with the earth by destroying the garden and T.J.’s dream of being able to grow things in the soil like he has always done. T.J. is like Antaeus because he clearly draws strength and purpose from growing things and being close to the earth. Evidence in the story shows that he has farmed a plot of land himself, knows different soils, and can sniff the air to recognize when spring comes and the soil is ready for planting. The other gang members are like Antaeus, too, because they become more connected to the earth. The narrator notes that he had never noticed the smell of spring before. All of the boys feel proud and take great pleasure in the simple grass they grow. They also lose their connection to the roof, which has been their private space, or “earth.” When the garden is destroyed, they never again return to the roof.
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