“An Unforgettable Journey” Reading Assignment Answer Key

1. Xiong had to deal with the loss of

her baby sister, the poor conditions

of the refugee camp, and starting a

new life in America.

2. Xiong was a bit overwhelmed by

the new school and new faces.

3. I learned that it is very difficult,

lonely, and sometimes dangerous

to leave one’s homeland.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5. Xiong’s family had to work hard and

face brutal conditions to escape

and start over. Their new life in

the United States certainly did not

“come easy.”

7. It might be easier for people to

remember particularly intense

experiences. The experiences that

Xiong had as a small child were so

life-changing and traumatic that

she can still remember them to this

day.

8. Because Xiong is Hmong, she

provides insight into her culture

and explains how it feels to be a

foreigner in a new place. Someone

with a different background

might not be able to express these

thoughts.
