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Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


In “Full Fathom Five,” Shakespeare writes a piece that is filled with imagery and musicality. Shakespeare uses alliteration in the first line—“Full fathom five.” This gets our attention right away. The first line ends with “five,” and the second line with “eyes,” making a near rhyme. Shakespeare uses alliteration again in the following two lines:


“But doth suffer a sea-change

Into something rich and strange.”

The s sound is repeated in the lines above, and note that the two lines also rhyme.


Shakespeare also uses onomatopoeia as the speaker describes the bell –repeating “ding-dong.” All of these sound effects, combined with the strong images of the man underwater, combine to make this a vivid and memorable poem.
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