“John Henry” Applying Your Skills Answer Key

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. He predicts that the hammer

will kill him.

2. John Henry dies and is

immortalized.

3. He wanted to compete with the

machine to prove himself; he was

foolish because it kills him in the

end. The machine literally “broke

his heart.”

4. The captain wants to replace John

Henry with a machine. John Henry

would rather die than give up his

job to a machine.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5. The poem proves that man is mortal

and vulnerable. The machine

wins because John Henry dies.

Because he dies he dies heroically

and leaves a proud legacy, however,

John Henry also wins.

6. He shows determination and

refuses to give up.

7. Stories about men beating

machines are usually showing that

humans can never be replaced.

They will be meaningful as long as

technology keeps developing.

8. Repetition makes the ballad easy

to remember.

9. “Lord, Lord,” “Die with a hammer

in his hand.” They could be sung

differently to seem sad, foolish, or

heroic.

10. The tone of the poem is proud.

Although John Henry died, he is

still remembered and celebrated

long afterwards.
