Answer Key

COMPARING literary DEVICES IN FICTION AND NONFICTION
Vocabulary Development

Activity 1

ambitious

Definition: very much wanting success

Words with related meanings: determined, motivated, industrious, eager

Examples: an athlete who wants to be the best; a young musician who wants to play in Carnegie Hall; a child who wants to be President of the United States

defy

Definition: resist

Words with related meanings: battle, contest, dispute, counter

Examples: a problem that’s hard to solve; a disease that persists after treatment

cautious

Definition: careful

Words with related meanings: thoughtful, alert, wary, deliberate

Examples: avoiding danger, not taking risks, not being willing to say what you think for fear that people will disagree with you

urgency

Definition: pressure; insistence

Words with related meanings: serious, desperate, critical, grave

Examples: needing to meet a deadline; needing to clean your room before Grandma comes; needing to get someone who is hurt to the hospital

ashamed

Definition: embarrassed

Words with related meanings: humiliated, at fault, mortified

Examples: how you feel when people find out things you don’t want them to know; how you feel when you do something wrong or embarrassing
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