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The king of mazy may Jack London
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Students’ written responses will vary. A sample response follows:


Jack London’s characterization of Walt shows that Walt is a very capable teenager. He has learned a lot about the ways of the world living in the wilds of the Yukon. He is self-confident, strong, clever, and brave. Each of these traits has an impact on the plot of “King of Mazy May.”


Although he is worried about someone trying to jump Loren Hall’s claim, he isn’t afraid, which shows Walt is brave and has self-confidence. He also shows his bravery when the claim jumpers shoot at him. He keeps on going. His cleverness is demonstrated when he follows and spies on the claim jumpers. Walt knows he cannot run to Dawson, so he takes a sled and dogs from the claim jumpers. Again this shows Walt’s cleverness. Walt’s strength is shown several times throughout the story. He is able to handle a team of ten dogs all by himself. He also fights off men much older and stronger than himself.


The main conflict in the story is Walt getting to Dawson before the claim jumpers. All of Walt’s character traits come together to help him overcome the claim jumpers. During the climax of the story, Walt reaches over and causes their sled dog to fall, capsizing the sled. From that point on, he pulls away from them and gets to Dawson before the claim jumpers. So throughout the story Walt’s characteristics are important to the plot and the resolution of the conflict.
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