“Eleven” Applying Your Skills Answer Key

Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. a tattered red sweater

2. She thinks the sweater is Rachel’s,

but it’s not.

3. Her teacher forces her to wear an

old sweater that’s not hers. This

makes her feel like her birthday is

ruined.

4. I Say: You might call someone stupid

if you don’t like them.

And So: Rachel doesn’t like Sylvia.

I Say: “Skinny” is an insulting term.

And So: Rachel is insecure.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

5. She has lots of different ages

inside her, and they express themselves

in different ways. So far,

eleven isn’t expressing itself too

well.

6. Mrs. Price assumes that Rachel

owns a raggedy sweater. Rachel

feels like she has to do what her

teacher tells her to. I would have

tried to explain to teacher.

7. I think she makes the situation

worse by crying instead of explaining

things calmly.

8. It’s too late for Rachel to have a

happy birthday. I can infer that

Rachel’s very sensitive and that

she wants to be more grown-up

than she is.

9. Rachel is shy and easily embarrassed.

The author shows this

through Rachel’s thoughts and

actions.

10. The external conflict is Mrs.

Price forcing Rachel to wear the

sweater. This is also an internal

conflict because Rachel has to

decide whether to
