“The Southpaw” Applying Your Skills Answer Key
Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. Characters: Janet, Richard

Conflict: Richard won’t let Janet

join his baseball team.

How Conflict Is Settled: Richard

lets Janet and other girls join the

team when other players drop out.

2. The characters’ word choices and

attitudes reveal their personalities.

3. Richard and Janet both think they

are right, and they make fun of

each other. Richard is the first to

offer a truce by asking Janet to

join his team.

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

4. They let each other borrow things,

and Janet named her goldfish

“Richard,” so they must have been

good friends.

5. For two people who are “former

friends,” they seem to spend a lot

of time writing to each other, so

they must have been close.

6. I like the use of letters, because it

lets us hear the characters in their

own words.

7. I think Janet is funny; I think

Richard is annoying; If I were

Richard, I would be nicer to Janet;

If I were Janet, I would stop writing

to Richard.

8. Girls might think that boys are

insensitive or silly. This could make

boys feel insulted or disrespected.

9. Richard is so convinced girls can’t

play baseball that he alienates

Janet.

10. I think a typical short story, written

in paragraphs rather than letters,

would have been less effective

because it would not have seemed

as realistic.

Writing Focus

Alternative Prompt for Writers Gaining

Proficiency Students may struggle to write

letters that capture Richard and Janet’s personality.

Alternately, have students write a

letter in their own voice. Students should

pretend they are having a disagreement with

someone they know and write a letter to that

person suggesting how to settle the conflict.

“Concha” Applying Your Skills Answer Key
Reading Focus

Possible responses:

1. Characters: the narrator, Concha,

Joey, Mundo, Virgie, Beto. Conflict:

Concha is bitten by ants. How

Conflict Is Settled: The other kids

rub mud on the wound.

2. I agree. She shows bravery by not

backing down from the fire ants or

the wasp in her hair.

3. “Concha” is a conventional short

story. Both stories feature kids

as main characters, conflicts

between kids (boys and girls),

and a conversational tone. “The

Southpaw” is told through notes.

Vocabulary Check

4. b

5. d

6. e

7. a

8. c

Literary Focus

Possible responses:

9. Concha is trying to prove that she

can be tough.

10. The narrator calls Concha her

best friend. Virgie feels sympathy

for Concha. Beto has a crush

on Concha. Mundo is mean to

Concha.

11. Mundo’s meanness toward girls

seems less common today, but

some people still act like Mundo.

He might be jealous of Concha’s

bravery.

12. I did not think “Concha” had a

very interesting conflict. There

should have been more conflicts

between characters.

Writing Focus

Alternative Prompt for Writers

Gaining Proficiency Have students

describe one of the characters in

“Concha.” Have students explain the

character’s personality and whether

the student would want to be friends

with the character in real life.
