GOV Chapter 1 AK:

Thomas Hobbes


1.
The social contract is an agreement between individuals to give up some of their rights to a central authority in exchange for protection within a peaceful society. Hobbes believed that if a ruler failed to provide protection, a subject has the right to abandon that ruler. 


2.
Epitaphs will vary. Students should write about Hobbes’s life and accomplishments.

John Locke’s Second Treatise of Government

1.
Locke writes that people form communities for their comfort, safety, and security.


2.
Yes, Locke believes that the consent of the majority must be viewed as the consent of all.


3.
Students’ answers will vary, but students should explain their opinion on whether or not people should attempt to move from a state of nature to a society. Locke believes that people should form a society and government for the benefit of all.

6 Principles of Government:


The six goals are listed in the Preamble: form a more perfect union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty.

· The three systems of government are unitary, federal, and confederal. Examples will vary but should be drawn from the following:  United Kingdom and Japan represent unitary systems; United States and India represent federal systems; and the United States and the Articles of Confederation and the European Union today represent confederal systems. 

· The core ideals are liberty, equality, and self-government. At the nation’s founding, these ideals did not apply to women, free African Americans, men without property, and slaves.

· In any society, conflicts over resources, ideas, and the distribution of power are inevitable. Government seeks to contain those conflicts in the interest of order. Politics provides a process by which competing groups can influence the decisions that government makes. Democratic governments encourage compromise, which further reduces conflict. 

