Chapter 12:  South America
Vocabulary Answer Key
Section 1
tepuis - A chain of high plateaus in the Guiana Highlands.

tree line - The line of elevation above which trees do not grow. 

tar sands - Rock or sand layers that contain oil.
Section 2
latifundia - Large estates in South America.

buffer state - A small country between two larger, more powerful countries.

coup - A change of government caused by a group taking control by force. 

manioc - Tropical plant with starchy roots. 

Section 3
minifundia - Small South American farms created when large colonial estates were broken 

up. 

favelas - Large slums around Brazilian cities. 

landlocked - Having no coast on the ocean. 

terrorism - The use of fear and violence as a political force.
