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· The Court first reviews the written arguments of each side, referred to as briefs. The case is next scheduled for oral argument, which gives the justices an opportunity to question the lawyers for each side. The justices then meet privately to discuss the case. Based on these discussions and the justices’ own research, the Court will finally issue a written opinion.

· A majority opinion is one signed by at least five members of the Court and constitutes the Court’s ruling about a particular case. A concurring opinion is one that agrees with the conclusion of the majority opinion but offers different or additional legal reasons. A dissenting opinion is one held by a minority of justices who disagree with the majority opinion. While dissenting opinions have no legal bearing on the case, they may influence future decisions.

· Under the Constitution, the president has the power to nominate individuals to serve on the Court. The Senate is given the power to approve the nomination. After a nominee is announced, he or she appears before the Senate Judiciary Committee, where his or her judicial beliefs are closely examined. When the committee finishes its work, it votes on the nomination. Then the entire Senate votes to approve or disapprove the nomination.
Various Jurisdictions:  

	Court
	When Created?
	How many?
	Job?

	District
	1789
	91
	Trial court for the Federal court system



	Court of Appeals
	1791


	13
	Hears appeals from the lower court.



	U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
	1982
	1
	Appeals from Federal courts

	Court of International Trade
	N/A
	1
	Hears cases about tariffs

	Court of Claims
	1983
	1
	Hears claims against the government.



	Tax Court
	1961
	1
	Deals with issues dealing with taxes.



	Court of Military Appeals
	1950
	1
	Hears cases from court martial courts.



	Territorial Court
	N/A


	1
	Court for U.S. possessions.



	District of Columbia Courts
	N/A
	1
	Civil and Criminal court for the District of Columbia



	Court of Veteran Appeals
	1988
	1
	Cases from Veterans Board.




Supreme Court:

	Types of Jurisdiction
	Original, Appellate, Exclusive, concurrent



	Number of Justices
	9



	Title of lead Justice
	Chief Justice



	Salary
	May vary



	How they can be removed
	Impeachment



	Duties
	Hear appeals

Hold circuit courts



	Additional duties of leader
	Swear in President

Preside over Impeachment

	Requirements


	None



	Number of African Americans on Court
	Answer may vary

	Number of women on Court
	Answer may vary



	How they are appointed
	By the President, with the approval of the Senate.




