Chapter 2:  Origins of American Government

Answer Key

Section 1

A.  Identify each of the following:

1.  The people select the people who run the government.

2.  Political philosopher who influenced the Founding Fathers.

3.  The 1st basic system of laws in the Colonies.

4.  The power of government is divided among various branches.

B.  Answer the following questions.

1.  Answers may vary.

2.  

	Document
	Description
	Impact

	Magna Carta
	Signed by King John in 1215, it limited the power of the government.
	Democratic practices were in U.S. Constitution.

	Petition of Rights
	This contained the rights of an Englishman
	Many became part of the Bill of Rights.

	English Bill of Rights
	Limited what the government could and could not do.
	Many became part of the Bill of Rights.

	Mayflower Compact
	The first written government in the British colonies.
	Ideas were put in the new state constitutions and the U.S. Constitution

	Fundamental Orders of Connecticut
	People rights to vote for representation
	Basis for Congress

	Virginia House of Burgesses
	1st representative assembly.


	Basis for representative government.


3.  Taxation, British tried to control economics, Colonists resisted laws, the French and Indian War, Albany Plan of Union, Boston Tea Party.  They may consider more beyond this list.

4.  Because the leaders of the American Revolution read his book and put it into practical use.

5.   A.  Virginia

      B.  Georgia

      C.  Massachusetts

      D.  Virginia

      E.  1. 4

          2. 4

          3. 5

      F.  Massachusetts

      G.  1.  Connecticut

           2.  Pennsylvania

           3.  Virginia

      H.  New York

6.  Legislature, separation of powers and a written constitution.  Explanations may vary.

