US Government

Chapter 9 Review, pages 276-277
Answer Key

Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, those provided below.
Section 1
1. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Public Opinion – describes the aggregation of view shared by a segment of society on issues of interest or concern to people
Public Policy – names the choices the government makes and the actions it takes in response to a particular issue or problem
Mass Media – names any means of communication that provides information to a large audience, including magazines, radio, television news, and news on the Web
Poll – is a survey of people scientifically selected to provide opinions about something
Sampling Error – describes a poll’s margin of error, or uncertainty level
1b. How might the media influence policy or regulatory decisions made by a government agency or institution? Give a recent example from the news.
The voting public reads about important government proposals, agendas and concerns in the media. Readers weigh both sides of an issue and then form their own opinions on such political matters. Responsible voters then choose representatives whose actions in will most closely match their views and will propose legislation or policies based on these common beliefs. The media does not force people to take sides, but helps to focus attention on major issues. It is in these ways that the media can influence decisions made by a governmental agency or institution. The second part of this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.
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1c. In what ways can the techniques used to conduct a poll affect its results?
A poll is a survey of people scientifically selected to provide opinions about something. A sampling error describes a poll’s margin of error, or uncertainty level; if a group of people is not chosen at random and their answers have a bias this will alter the end result of the poll. The way questions are worded is another important factor when conducting a poll. Even slight changes in wording can influence the way participants perceive and therefore answer, affecting the poll’s accuracy.
Section 2

2. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Interest Group – names an organization of people with common interests that tries to influence government and its policies
Political-Action Committee – or PAC, names an organization created to raise and contribute money legally to the campaigns of political candidates
Lobbying – the term for contacting a public official to persuade the official to support the group’s interests
Grass Roots – the name for the lowest level of an organization or society
2b. What are the six basic types of interest groups? Provide an example of each. Please note that examples may vary and are considered correct as long as they may be found in the textbook reading assignment.
The Six Basic Types of Interest Groups are as follows:

1. Agricultural Groups, such  as the National Potato Council

2. Business Groups, such as the U.S. Chamber of commerce

3. Labor Groups, such as Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers

4. Cause-Based Groups, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD)

5. Societal Groups, National Organization for Women (NOW)

6. Professional Groups , American Medical Association (AMA)
2c. Do you think that political action committees and lobbying should be illegal? Explain why or why not.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 9 text.
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Section 3

3. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:
Political Party – names an organized group that seeks to win elections in order to influence the activities of government
Political Spectrum – the difference in political views held by the different political parties
Two-Party System – names a system of government in which two political parties compete for control of the government
Third Party – any political party in a two-party system besides the two major ones
Precinct – the smallest unit of area for administering elections and local voting
3b. What are the basic differences between a one-party, two-party, and multiparty system?

The major difference between these party systems is the number of political parties. In a one-party system a single political party controls the government while in a two-party system two political parties compete for control of the government. Multiparty systems differ from both of these in that there are several political parties vying for control of the government.
3c. Why are political parties important to the political system in the United States?
Political parties try to elect their members to public office so that the party’s views can become public policy. Parties play three main roles within the political system: they nominate candidates, they assist in the electoral process and they help to operate the government.
Section 4
4. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Soft money – the nickname for money that is given to a political party rather than to a specific candidate
Caucus – the name for a meeting of party members who select the candidates to run for election
Direct Primary – is a parliamentary, or first, election in which the party’s candidate for office is chosen directly by voters
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3b. How does the purpose of a general election differ from the purpose of a primary election?
A primary election (or direct primary) is held if more than one member of a political party seeks the same office, while general elections end a campaign and a candidate wins by plurality, having more votes than anyone else. 
3c. What is your opinion about why so many eligible voters do not take part in elections?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her thoughts as to why many eligible voters do not take part in elections in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 9 text.

• Click the “Check Answer” button to see if your choice is correct in the Critical Reading Activity.

• A detailed grading rubric for the activity you chose to complete is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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