US Government

Chapter 9 – Section 2 AK
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What is an interest group, and what are its goals?
An interest group is an organization of people with common interests that tries to influence government and its policies.
1b. Describe the roles that interest groups play in our representative democratic political system?

Interest groups work at every level in representative democracy, giving people a way to monitor government actions, express themselves about government policies and participate in social action.
2a. What is a trade association?

A trade association names a business group that represents certain industries of parts of industries.
2b. In what ways are labor unions and professional groups alike?

Labor unions are organizations of workers who do the same job or work in related industries whereas professional groups represent a particular profession.
3a. How do interest groups influence elections?

Interest groups hold similar views or goals and advocate those views and goals to try to influence public policy and the public agenda to achieve them. Many interest groups raise and contribute money legally to the campaigns of political candidates.
3b. How do you think interest groups influence public policy at the local level? How would you use these groups to resolve a local issue?

At the local level interest groups organize people who share concerns, provide members with a means of political participation and supply information to the public and to policy makers.
4a. How did Congress try to limit the influence of interest groups in 2007? Why did it do so?

In the aftermath of several lobbying scandals, Congress passed ethics and lobbying reform legislation, tightening House and Senate ethics rules and limiting some types of activities by lobbyists.
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4b. Do you agree with critics who charge that interest groups are harmful to the public good? Explain. 
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.
5. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.  

6. Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 9 Section 2, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
[image: image1.jpg]N~
eSchool
( Consultants





[image: image1.jpg]