US Government

Chapter 8 – Section 1 AK
Section 1 – Section Assessment, page 225

Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What is the purpose of courts?
The Framers intended to establish a place for people to go to settle disputes according to the law under the guidance of an impartial third party (a judge). There were three purposes for  the courts: to determine whether a law has been broken and what penalties can be applied. Courts also decide how to provide relief for those who have been harmed by the actions of another, determining the meaning of a particular law if necessary.
1b. How is the dual court system consistent with the principles of federalism?
The dual court system sought to clarify the contradictory decisions of state courts. The Framers felt that the creation of a federal court system would help to control the flow of power between the Constitution and state laws. As such, this system is a direct mirror of the shared power of federalism.
2a. What is the only court system consistent with the principles of federalism?

The dual court system sought to reflect the principles of federalism by controlling the flow of power between the Constitution and state courts.
2b. How does the structure of the federal court system ensure that Americans have ample opportunities to seek justice?

There are three tiers to the court system, as laid out in the Judiciary Act of 1789. These tiers, and their powers, mirror the checks and balance system the Founders created for the Federal government, allowing citizens to appeal, or ask for another court to retry their case. District Courts are spread throughout the country and serve as the trial courts of the federal system and have original jurisdiction over nearly all of the criminal and civil cases heard in the federal system. The Courts of Appeals are a layer above the districts courts and are known as circuit courts. Originally, judges would travel through the “circuit” to hear cases. In the modern day, there is also a Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. At the top tier of the federal court system you will find the U.S. Supreme Court, and is the ultimate appellate court.
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3a. What are judicial restraint and judicial activism?

Judicial restraint names the concept that a judge should interpret the Constitution according to the Framers’ original intentions, while judicial activism names the concept that the Constitution should be interpreted more broadly, as an evolving document, something that subsequent generations can interpret consistent with changing values and circumstances.
3b. What do you think is the most important quality a president can consider in choosing a judge?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.
4a. What are two ways the Constitution helps ensure judicial independence?

The Constitution ensures judicial independence in many ways. First, Congress has set a limited, though lengthy, term limit for judges, and second, the Constitution protect judicial independence by saying that judges’ pay cannot be reduced during their term. These two measures help to free the judiciary from being bullied by other branches of government or by the public, or from political pressure or influence.
4b. How might the judiciary be different if judges served only limited terms?

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should reference the concepts of political pressure or influence, and articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.

5. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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Focus on Writing, Persuasive Writing Assignment

Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 8 Section 1, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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