US Government

Chapter 7 – Section 2 AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, those provided below.
1a. How many executive departments are there today?
There are 15 executive departments, and they employ about 60% of all federal government employees.
1b. What possible reasons explain the growth in the number of executive departments that occurred in the 1900s?
New lands and responsibilities that the nation acquired as a result of the Mexican-American War led Congress to create the Department of the Interior as well as other new departments to show the federal government’s changing priorities. 
2a. In 1980 what change took place within the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare?
Originally the Department of Health and Human Services incorporated both the Department of Education and Welfare as the Department of Health, Education and Welfare (HEW), but in 1980 the departments were split.
2b. What do you think about the Department of Defense’s having the largest budget of all the executive departments? Explain your answer.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

3a. What are the independent executive agencies, independent regulatory commissions, and government corporations?
Each can be defined as follows:

· Independent Executive Agencies are those government agencies established to oversee and manage a specific aspect of the federal government.

· Independent Agencies are those government agencies that operate separately from the executive departments and are established to address issues that have become too complicated or require too much specialized knowledge to handle through regular legislation.
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· Independent Regulatory Commissions are government agencies established to regulate some aspect of the economy.

· Government Corporations name those government agencies that are organized and run like businesses but are owned in whole or in part by the federal government.

3b. How are independent agencies beneficial to the federal bureaucracy as a whole?

Independent agencies are established by Congress to address certain issues that have become too complicated or require too much specialized knowledge to handle through regular legislation and therefore save the bureaucracy as a whole time.
4a. What is an iron triangle? 
An iron triangle describes the 3 party relationship in which an interest group will support members of Congress who support legislation that the group wants, while the bureaucrats, who are angling for funding from Congress, will shape their policy recommendations to Congress in support of the interest group. In this 3 party relationship, each group benefits from the actions of the others.

4b. Do you think it was necessary for Congress to step in and further regulate independent agencies?

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

5. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.

Focus on Writing, Persuasive Writing Activity:  Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 7 Section 3. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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