US Government

Chapter 5 – Section 5 AK
Section 5 – Section Assessment, page 155
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What are the types of measures considered by Congress?
· Bills can be public (affecting all of society) or private (affecting only a particular person, family or small group). 
· Joint resolutions are used to propose constitutional amendments in certain out-of-the-ordinary circumstances. 
· Concurrent resolutions address matters that affect the operations of both chambers or express an opinion.
1b. What advantages might there be for Congress in passing a joint resolution instead of a typical bill?
Joint resolutions have the force of law and are used to propose amendments to the constitution in certain out-of-the-ordinary circumstances, where the normal amendment process would be too lengthy or not practical.

2a. What is the purpose of a discharge petition?
A discharge petition forces a bill out of committee.
2b. Do you think committees and subcommittee chairs should have more or less power over the progress of bills? Explain your answer.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain the progression of a bill through the committee and sub-committee process in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 5 text.

3a. What is the significance of the Committee of the Whole in the legislative process in the House?
The Committee of the Whole names a measure taking in the House of Representatives in which all representatives become members of a single committee, allowing the House to function when many members are absent.
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3b. What do you think about the House’s use of the Committee of the Whole? Is it a prudent efficiency or an unrepresentative maneuver?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain the use of the Committee of the Whole in terms of efficiency or lack of representation in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 5 text.

4a. Who makes up a conference committee? 
A conference committee is a joint committee formed from both houses to resolve differences between the House and Senate versions of a bill.
4b. Why do you think that neither house of Congress is allowed to amend conference reports?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately justify why neither house of Congress can amend conference reports in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 5 text.

5a. What can a president do to make a bill into law?
Once the conference committee report is issued and both houses have approved it, the bill moves to the president’s desk. The president can then sign the bill into a law, veto the bill and return it to Congress with a list of objections, or choose not to sign the bill, issuing a pocket veto wherein the president can reject a bill when Congress is not in session by not signing it. 
5b. Why do you think the Constitution grants the president the power only to pass or veto a whole bill - not just parts of it?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately reflect an understanding of the rights of a president’s veto power in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 5 text.

6. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 5 Section 5, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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