US Government

Chapter 5 – Section 4 AK
Section 4 – Section Assessment, page 147
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What are the constitutional requirements to become a member of the Senate?
To be a member of the Senate you must be:

· At least 30 years old – five years older than House members

· A U.S. citizen for at least nine years – as compared to seven for House members

· A resident of the state he or she represents
1b. How do the Senate’s unique formal and informal requirements support the notion that it is a more exclusive body than the House?
The smaller number of senators, only 2 per state, and their longer term of office ensures their ability to focus on serving the nation as opposed to pleasing the public help to support this notion.
2a. What are the roles of the president of the Senate, the president pro tempore, and the Senate majority leader?
The roles of each member of the Senate are as follows:
· President of the Senate: a position held by vice president of the United States, who presides over debate in the Senate chamber

· President Pro Tempore: the official who presides over the Senate in the absence of the vice president

· Senate Majority Leader: the person elected by the majority party who serves as the spokesperson and main strategist for the majority party in the Senate
2b. How is the Senate majority leader similar to and different from the Speaker of the House? 
The Senate Majority Leader is elected by the majority party who serves as the spokesperson and main strategist for the majority party in the Senate, while the Speaker of the House is elected by his or her fellow members of Congress and comes from the party holding the most seats, and then becomes the presiding officer of the House of Representatives.
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3a. How many standing committees exist in the Senate?

3b. In your opinion, which Senate committee – the Judiciary Committee or the Foreign Relations Committee – has a greater influence on American life?

4a. What is the meaning of the terms filibuster and cloture? 
The terms mean the following:

· Filibuster – the tactic used when opponents of a measure seek to prevent it coming up for a vote in the Senate by refusing to stop talking in hopes of stalling action long enough that the rest of the Senate will be forced to move on to other business

· Cloture – names the vote to end debate of a bill in the Senate

4b. What are the benefits and drawbacks of having nearly unlimited debate in the Senate?
The Senate, unlike the House, places few limits on debate. One drawback of this system is the filibuster, a stalling tactic. Cloture, an end to debate, is a way that the Senate has countered to place some limit on the filibuster.
5. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 5 Section 4, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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