US Government

Chapter 5 – Section 3 AK
Section 3 – Section Assessment, page 142
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.

1a. What are the formal qualifications for the House?
The formal qualifications for the House are as follows:

· At least 25 years old

· A U.S. citizen for at least seven years

· A resident of the state he or she represents
1b. Do you think that there should be more formal requirements for a House member? fewer? Explain your answer.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text. 
2a. What is gerrymandering?
This term describes the practice of the drawing of district boundaries for political advantage.
2b. What limits has the Supreme Court placed on gerrymandering? 

The Supreme Court has ruled that new congressional districts within a state must be of roughly equal population to avoid drawing district boundaries for political advantage.
3a. What are the roles of the Speaker of the House, floor leader, and whips?
· The Speaker of the House is the presiding officer of the House of Representatives.
· The floor leader is the name for the representative of each party elected to help manage the actions and strategy of their party in the House of Representatives.
· The whips are the representatives of each party whose duty is to encourage fellow party members to vote as the party leadership wants.
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3b. What role do political parties play in the organization of the House?
Every 10 years the House must undergo reapportionment, a process in which seats are redistributed among the states based on the results of the census. Political parties in power tended to draw district boundaries to their own political advantage, a practice called gerrymandering, now restricted by a Supreme Court ruling.
4a. What is the term for the regular committees that exist to evaluate bills? 
A congressional committee is formed to evaluate proposed laws.
4b. How do committees help the House function?

Because no member of Congress could possibly have or acquire all of the knowledge needed on all of the topics being considered by the House, there is a system of 20 committees to provide this sort of specialized, expert analysis.
5. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.

Focus on Writing, Persuasive Writing Assignment

Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 5 Section 3, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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