US Government

Chapter 4 – Section 2 AK
Section 2 – Section Assessment, page 110
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What is the supremacy clause?
The supremacy clause declares that the Constitution, national laws, and treaties made by the national government are “the supreme law of the land”.
1b. How did the Framers plan to resolve conflicts that might arise between the states and the national government?

The Framers anticipated conflicts between state and federal governments and gave the judicial branch, especially the Supreme Court, the power to act as a “referee” to sort out conflicts between the nation and the states.
2a. What is dual federalism?
Dual federalism, also called “layer cake” federalism, names the time period during which national and state governments were seen as equal authorities, operating over separate areas of influence, and the authority of national government was generally limited to the expressed powers listed in the Constitution.

2b. How did the southern states use the doctrine of “nullification” to support secession? 
Some southern politicians believed that states have the right to nullify national laws that they believed contradicted or clashed with state interests.
3a.Why was the Interstate Commerce Act passed?
The Interstate Commerce Act was passed to regulate the railroad industry and to control the escalating power of the railroad companies and to set restrictions on the rates these companies could charge.
3b. How did the Supreme Court limit the scope of the Sherman Antitrust Act?
Congress passed the Sherman Antitrust Act to prevent monopolies, or the exclusive control of a good or service in a particular market, and to encourage fair competition in all industries, such as in that of the American Tobacco Company.
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4a. What is devolution?
Devolution names the modern trend in federalism in which more power is given back to the states; also known as “new federalism”.
4b. How did new federalism differ from previous trends in federalism?
Throughout much of US history, the powers of the national government were expanding, but beginning the 1980s, political leaders began working to reverse this trend by returning authority to state governments.
5. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 4 Section 2, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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