US Government

Chapter 3 Review

Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, those provided below.

Section 1
For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 3 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Popular Sovereignty – the idea that government is created by and subject to the will of the people
Rule of Law – names the principle that every member of a society, including the ruler of government, must follow the law
Separation of Powers – names the division of government powers among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches
Checks and Balances – names a system in which each branch of government is able to limit the power of the other branches
Judicial Review – names the power of the judicial branch to check the power of the legislative and executive branches by declaring their acts unconstitutional
Federalism – names the form of political organization in which power is divided among a central government and territorial subdivision; in the United States, among the national, state, and local governments
1b. Why is it important to maintain a balance between state and national authority in a federal system? Be prepared to defend your analysis.
As Alexander Hamilton explained in the Federalist Papers, “The balance between the national and state governments forms a double security to the people. If one [government] encroaches on their rights, they will find a powerful protection in the other. Indeed, they will both be prevented from overpassing their constitutional limits by [the] certain rivalship that will ever subsist between them. The answer to the final part of question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 3 text.
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1c. Are the goals and objectives of the Constitution, such as the rule of law, relevant today? Support your answer with examples.
The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 3 text.

Section 2

2. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 3 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Supermajority – names any majority that is larger than a simple majority, such as three – fifths, two – thirds, or three – fourths.
Repeal – is to cancel or revoke a law by a legislative act
2b. How have both Madison’s and Jefferson’s views of amending the Constitution proven true in some ways over the course of U.S. history?

Thomas Jefferson maintained that each generation is independent and has the right to choose a form of government, which has happened with all of the amendments added since the 1800s.  As Madison predicted, there have certainly been times of unrest and chaos as a new generation struggles to rebuild its government.

2c. Give examples of how the Constitution has both endured and changed since it was ratified.
The answers to this question are several of many and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 3 text.
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Section 3

3. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:
Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 3 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Executive Agreements – names the arrangements or compacts the U.S. president makes with foreign leaders or foreign governments.
Political Party – is an organized group that seeks to win elections in order to influence the activities of government
3b. How does each of the three branches of government apply the Constitution to its job responsibilities?

Congress passes minimum wage laws under its power to regulate commerce and immigration laws under its powers to regulate naturalization, Presidents negotiate agreements with foreign leaders and foreign governments that create or change U.S. relationships with those governments, while Courts have upheld laws, such as laws that outlaw types of discrimination, as being constitutional.
3c. Describe the impacts that political parties, customs, and traditions have had on the U.S. system of government.
Political Parties help determine the choice of candidates, policies, and programs presented to the voters. While customs and traditions are not mentioned in the Constitution, they strongly influence how American government behaves. Some traditions even become law.
· Click the “Check Answer” button to see if your choice is correct in the Critical Reading Activity.

· A detailed grading rubric for the activity you chose to complete is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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