US Government

Chapter 3 – Section 3 AK
Section 3 – Section Assessment, page 89
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What is the difference between an executive agreement and a treaty?
An executive agreement is an arrangement or compact the U.S. president makes with foreign leaders or foreign governments, whereas a treaty requires ratification by the Senate.
1b. How have the three branches of the federal government defined the scope of the Constitution?
Each branch has expanded and extended its role within the government in several ways. The Legislative Branch passes minimum wage laws under its power to regulate commerce and immigration laws under its power to regulate naturalization. Presidents negotiate agreements with foreign leaders and foreign governments that create or change U.S. relationships with those governments and the Courts uphold laws, such as those that outlaw types of discrimination.
1c. Do you think the Framers intended for the government to expand as it has? Explain.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text, and those preceding it if applicable.

2a. What is the main goal of a political party?
Political parties are organized groups that seek to win elections in order to influence the activities of government. Political parties help determine the choice of candidates, policies, and programs presented to the voters.
2b. How can political parties affect judicial interpretation of the Constitution? 
Political parties help to shape the judicial branch when they play a role in the choice of candidates, policies, and programs presented to the voters.
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3a. What are three criticisms of the Constitution?
Correct answers may include, but are not limited to, those suggested below:

· In a system of checks and balances, power and decision making are distributed among the branches of government which makes it too easy for the president and congressional leaders to avoid responsibility for their actions.

· Congress and the President are likely to blame one another when they are unable to get things done, an inability to govern effectively due to this separation of powers called gridlock.

· Some political observers argue that our Senate is not truly representative because all states have the same amount of Senators regardless of population size, thus the voter influence in states with smaller population is greater than the influence of voters in states with higher population.

3b. Which criticisms of the Constitution do you agree with, and which do you disagree with?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text, and those preceding it if applicable.

5. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 3 Section 3, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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