US Government

Chapter 3 – Section 2 AK
Section 2 – Section Assessment, page 83
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. Why did Thomas Jefferson believe that the Constitution should be amended every generation or so?
Thomas Jefferson argued that it was inevitable that any imperfections in the constitution would become apparent and that there should be a means to amend, or change the constitution. Furthermore, Jefferson saw change as inevitable and positive.
1b. How did James Madison’s opinion about amending the Constitution differ from Jefferson’s opinion?
While Jefferson felt that each generation was independent from the prior one, Madison felt that laws and constitutions grew in authority and acceptance the longer they went unchanged. Madison also feared that changes and proponents for and against those changes may split the country into bitter factions. 
2a. What is a constitutional amendment?
The amendment process gives Americans the power to change the Constitution. A constitutional amendment names a change that allows the Constitution to stay relevant to each new generation. The process is intentionally difficult to avoid momentary passions and prejudices that might produce a violation of the rights of the rest of the citizens or threaten the democratic government.
2b. Do you think it should be easier to amend the Constitution today? Explain your answer.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.
3a. How can an amendment be repealed?
To repeal an amendment, the changes (or the new Amendment proposed to repeal the older one) must be ratified by state conventions of delegates elected specifically to vote on the issue. 
US Government, Chapter 3, Section 2
AK, page 2
3b. How does the amendment process reflect the principle of popular sovereignty?
Popular sovereignty reflects that government is created by and subject to the will of the people. Giving specially elected members of the state legislatures the power to amend the Constitution is a direct reflection of this philosophy.
3c. Do you think the Prohibition experience indicates that the Constitution is too flexible? Explain your answer.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text, as seen on page 81.

4a. What is the purpose of the Bill of Rights?
Many Americans had concerns about the protection of individual concerns within a large scale government. The Bill of Rights was written with the intention of forcefully declaring what the federal government may not do to interfere with an individual’s exercise of certain basic freedoms.
4b. How do the 27 amendments reflect Americans’ changing values and ideals? Give examples to support your answer.
Many of the amendments ratified since the Bill of Rights were proposed during periods of crisis or of social and political progress that the Framers of the Constitution never could have imagined. This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text, as seen on page 82. 
4c. Why does the First Amendment declare what the U.S. Congress is not allowed to do?
The First Amendment is intended to be a restriction on the power of national government in order to protect and maintain individual citizen’s certain basic freedoms.

5. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 3 Section 2, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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