US Government

Chapter 3 – Section 1 AK
Section 1 – Section Assessment, page 76
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What are the main goals of the U.S. Constitution?
The six main goals of the US Constitution are: 1. Form a more perfect union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare and secure the blessings of liberty to themselves and the generations that followed.
1b. Why might the problems of governing keep the six goals from being achieved?
A dilemma of democratic government is how to allow people substantial freedom while controlling the worst aspects of human behavior.
2a. Name the six basic principles of governing set out in the Constitution.
The six basic principles of governing are: popular sovereignty, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, judicial review and federalism.

2b. How is the Constitution a plan for government?

The Framers created the Constitution to divide, distribute, and balance governmental power. Uses of government power are subject to the will of the people through their power as voters, whose basic rights are protected.
3a.What is popular sovereignty?
Popular Sovereignty names the idea that government is created by and subject to the will of the people.
3b. Is popular sovereignty important to a republic? Why or why not?
Yes, a republic is a national government in which people can exercise their sovereignty by electing others to represent them. The people are, therefore, the source of power.
4a. What is limited government?
Limited government describes the principle of the Constitution in which government powers are restricted to protect individual rights.
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4b. How is the rule of law related to the principle of limited government?

The rule of law states that the United States is a government of laws, not of men and that the US government and its officials are subject to recognized and enforced limits on their powers. Similarly, limited government describes the principle of the Constitution in which government powers are restricted to protect individual rights and that every member of society, including the ruler or government, must obey the law and is never above it.
5a. What problem of governing does the separation of powers address?
The power to govern is divided among executive, legislative, and judicial branches to prevent the concentration and abuse of power by any one branch.

5b. Which branch of government do you think received the most power under the Constitution? Explain your answer, including why the Framers may have done it this way.

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.
6a. How do checks and balances in the Constitution control the powers of government and lead to the development of democratic government?
Each of the three branches of government has ways to check, or limit, the powers of the other branches. The system of checks and balances prevents any branch from exerting too much power.
6b. How are the “common good” and individual political rights secured by checks and balances?
Each of the three branches of government has ways to check, or limit, the powers of the other branches. The system of checks and balances prevents any branch from exerting too much power, for if this were to happen, one branch of the government could interfere with individual political rights and harm the “common good”, or policies like health, safety, and defense programs.
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7a. What is the power of a court to declare a law unconstitutional called?
The judicial branch can check the powers of the legislative and executive branches by declaring their acts unconstitutional. This is called the power of judicial review.
7b. Do you think the judiciary, which has the power of judicial review, is, as Alexander Hamilton called it, the “least dangerous” branch of government? Explain your answer.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.

8a. What is the necessary and proper clause?
The necessary and proper clause is one of two clauses at the heart of the debate over how to strike the proper balance of state and national power. Article I, Section 8 concludes by giving Congress the power to “make all Laws…necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers”.

8b. How is the necessary and proper clause related to federalism and states’ rights? How might the clause lead to disputes between the federal government and individual state governments?
Advocates for state sovereignty found this clause troubling due to the lack of limit on federal power.
9. A detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
10. Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 3 Section 1, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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