US Government

Chapter 2 – Section 5 AK
Section 5 – Section Assessment, page 60
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. Why did the Framers establish a ratification process that bypassed Congress and the state legislatures?
The Framers anticipated resistance from Congress and the state legislatures due to the potential restructuring of the new plan of government, and therefore the process for ratifying the Constitution bypassed these bodies.
1b. How did the Antifederalists and Federalists differ in their views on national government?
Federalists, formerly known as nationalists, supported the Constitution and a strong national government while Antifederalists opposed the Constitution and focused on a bill of rights to protect individual liberties.

2a. Who were the authors of the Federalist Papers?
The Federalist Papers were written by a team of three of the most intellectually gifted Federalists – Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay. Under the pen name Publius they authored 85 essays which, as a group, are considered a classic statement of American political theory. The essays defend the principles underlying the Constitution explaining how checks and balances and separation of powers would limit national authority and preserve liberty.
2b. How did the Federalist Papers contribute to the ratification debate?
The struggle over a bill of rights became a key focus in the fight over ratification, the Federalists believing it was unnecessary while the Antifederalists believed it to be important to protect individual liberties.
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3a. Why did the Antifederalists insist on a bill of rights?
Antifederalists believed a bill of rights would ensure the protection of individual liberties.

3b. What might have happened if the Federalists had failed to make good on their promise of a bill of rights?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 5 text and those preceding it if applicable.

4. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
5. Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 2 Section 5, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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