US Government

Chapter 2 – Section 4 AK
Section 4 – Section Assessment, page 55
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What was the original purpose of the 1787 Constitutional Convention?
The weak central government created by the Articles of Confederation had proved inadequate to the social, diplomatic, and economic problems the new nation faced and resulted in a Convention whose aim was to create an entirely new plan of government.
1b. What qualifications did the Convention’s delegates possess?
1/3 of the group had served in the Continental Army, 8 had signed the Declaration of Independence, and almost all had experience in colonial, state, or local government.
2a. How did the Virginia Plan aim to improve the structure of the national government?
The Virginia Plan sought not to revise but to create an entirely different government based on the ideas of James Madison. It called for a central government divided into three branches of power, each with the power to check the other branches as well as a bicameral legislature whose population would be based on state’s population. It included a strong national government having all those powers not granted to the national government under the Articles of Confederation. 
2b. How did supporters of the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan differ?
Delegates from small states, such as New Jersey, were concerned that the Virginia Plan gave too much power to the large states. The New Jersey plan was similar to the Virginia Plan in many ways but the plan was designed to mimic the Articles of Confederation more, giving every state one vote regardless of population.
3a. What were the key issues involved in the compromises made over slavery?
At issue were two key points: whether or not enslaved people should be counted as part of a state’s population when determining the number of representatives in the legislature, and whether the importation of slaves should be allowed to continue.

3b. What might have happened if the delegates were not able to agree to the terms of the Great Compromise?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 4 text.

4. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
5. Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 2 Section 1, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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