US Government

Chapter 2 – Section 3 AK
Section 3 – Section Assessment, page 50
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What issue led to the delay of the ratification of the Articles of Confederation?
Disputes over who would control the vast western lands that stretched between the Appalachian Mountains and the Mississippi River delayed the ratification process.

1b. How did the Articles of Confederation reflect the colonists’ fear of monarchy?
Fearing the power wielded by a king, the Articles of Confederation guarded state powers by creating a weak national government with neither an executive office nor a national court system.
2a. What weakness in the Articles prevented Congress from financing its activities?
The Articles of Confederation denied Congress the power to tax. The states retained the ability to collect taxes and enforce national laws and contributed funds to the national government as they saw fit.

2b. How did the distribution of powers under the Articles make the national government dependent on the states?
The states retained the ability to collect taxes and enforce national laws and contributed funds to the national government as they saw fit. Due to no national court system, Congress also had to rely on the state courts to apply national laws. Finally, Congress also lacked the authority to regulate commerce, or trade, between the states.
3a. What was Shays’s Rebellion?
In September 1786, a small band of Massachusetts farmers rebelled at the prospect of losing their land. Daniel Shays led the farmers as they attacked courthouses in an attempt to prevent judges from foreclosing on their farms. The rebellion spread and news of the uprising spread and led to calls for stronger government.
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3b. Describe the events leading from Shays’s Rebellion to the call for the Constitutional Convention.
Shays’s Rebellion came at a sensitive time, exposing how feeble the Confederation Congress was, having no money or forces to aid the Massachusetts legislature. This resulted in a hastening of movement to revise the Articles of Confederation.

4. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
5. Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 2 Section 3, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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