US Government

Chapter  1 – Section 3 AK
Section 3 – Section Assessment, page 25
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, those provided below.
1a. What are the ideals of American democracy?
Liberty, equality, and self-government are the core ideals of American democracy.
1b.Which ideal of American democracy do you think is most important? Explain. 
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text.

2a. What is the rule of law?
The rule of law indicates that the United States is a government of laws, not of men, meaning that the US government and its officials are subject to recognized and enforced limits on their powers. The rule of law forces leaders to act according to the law and holds them accountable when they do not.
2b. What would happen to American democracy if citizens stopped participating in political and social life?
A key principle of democracy is that decisions are made by majority rule and that a balance must be struck between majority rule while protecting minority rights. Citizen participation at all levels of government and society is key to the success of American democracy.
3a. Why was protecting economic freedom important to the Founders?
Our nation’s founders believed that safeguarding economic freedom was key to preserving other freedoms as economic freedoms allow people to build wealth that will empower them to limit the power of government.
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3b. Under what circumstances do you think government involvement in the economy might be justified?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 3 text.
4. Complete the graphic organizer about Ideals by clicking on the image on the textbook page to save the activity to your desktop.  The core ideals of American democracy are: Worth of the Individual, Rule of Law, Majority Rule/Minority Rights, Compromise, and Citizen Participation.
Focus on Writing, Expository Writing Assignment
Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 1 Section 3, and those prior if applicable. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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