US Government

Chapter  1, Section 1 - Answer Key
Section 1 – Section Assessment, page 12
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, those provided below.

1a. What is government? 
Government names the formal structures and institutions though which decisions are made for a body of people.
1b. Why do you think larger complex communities require larger and more complex government? 
It is the job of governments at every level to ensure security, maintain order, resolve conflict, provide services and to provide for the general public good. When there are more people, as in a larger, more complex community, these tasks become more involved and challenging and therefore require more bureaucracy, or a larger, more complex government.
2a. What are the four characteristics of a state?

All states are characterized by having a population, a territory, a government, and sovereignty. 
2b. What might happen if a state is not recognized by other states?

If a state or ruler of a state is not recognized as legitimate, it will be limited in power as, according to Hobbes, the power of a ruler or state is the power given to them by the people they govern.  Similarly, Locke states that the government protects people’s natural rights and any with any violation of this trust people could withdraw their consent from government and start anew.
3a. What are the major functions of government?

The functions of government are to ensure national security, maintain order, resolve conflict, provide services and provide for the common good.

3b. Which function of government do you think is most important? Explain.

This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 1 text.
US Government, Chapter 1, Section 1 AK, page 2
4a. How is natural law related to natural rights?

Natural Law is a system of rules derived from the natural world, said to provide a just and rational order to all things in the world, including human behavior. Following the logic of natural law, all people, by virtue of their being human, possess natural rights. Governments are bound to protect their citizen’s natural rights.
4b. How do Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau understand the state of nature and the social contract differently?

Thomas Hobbes argued that because the state of nature, in which people enjoyed complete personal freedom but were also driven by self-interest and at war with one another over scarce resources, is so violent, humans decided to cooperate and enter into a social contract and form a government whose power is enormous because it contains all of the power given up by the people. John Locke, alternatively, also saw government as the product of a social contract, but focused on the idea of people’s natural rights and the limitation of government power to protect those rights. According to Rousseau, it was the formation of societies and government which corrupted the state of nature and brought about inequality, therefore the establishment of a government must be based on both a social contract and responsive to the general will of the people.
5. Venn Diagrams compare and contrast similarities and differences between Divine Rights and Social Contracts, recording uniquenesses in the outer portions of the circle and similarities in the overlapping section.  
Some examples are listed below but student responses are not limited to these answers. These answers should be recorded on the outside portion of the circles:
Divine Right
· the theory that a monarch rules by the sanction, or approval, of God
Social Contract Theory

· a theory of society in which government is a contract between a government and the governed to provide protection and support for… 
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…the people; under this theory, a government is legitimate only so long as the people voluntarily agree to hand over their power to the state
These two concepts have several fundamental concepts in common and these should be written in the overlapping, middle part of the diagram. Each describes the foundation of a system of government and each is a way that people have accepted governance by giving their rulers legitimacy. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
6. Focus on Writing, Persuasive Writing Activity:  Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 1 Section 1. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.
Section 2 – Section Assessment, page 19
Correct answers should be similar, but not limited to those provided below.

1a. What is the meaning of the following terms:
direct democracy – names a form of government in which citizens met regularly in a popular assembly to discuss issues of the day, pass laws, and vote for leaders
republic – names an indirect form of democracy in which people elect representatives to make decisions on their behalf
monarchy – names a form of government in which political power is exercised by a single ruler, such as a king or a queen, who exercises absolute authority under the claim of divine or hereditary right
dictatorship – names a system of rule in which one person, a dictator, or a small group of people can hold unlimited power over government, which is usually controlled by force.
1b.How are democracies and republics similar to and different from one another? 
Democracies are governments of the people where citizens are the ultimate source of government authority and come together to discuss and pass laws and select leaders while republics name an indirect form of democracy in which people elect representatives to make decisions on their behalf. Both include citizens in key positions but in different roles.
1c. What circumstances might lead to people’s rights being denied in a direct democracy?

Citizens play a key role in direct democracies when they come together to discuss and pass laws and to select leaders. If citizens cannot meet face to face to participate in political life, their rights may not be recognized.
2a. How is power organized in a unitary system?

In a unitary system, sovereignty, or ultimate authority, rests in a single, national government. Local levels of governments may be active and important agencies of rule, but the national government has ultimate authority.
US Government: Chapter 1, Section 2 

AK page 2
2b. Why do you think a federal system replaced the confederal form of government that was first tried in the United States?
Within the federal system, each level of government has the power to act independently whereas in a confederal system the central government only has powers given to it by the states. A federal system works better for the US because there are many national areas of common interest, defense and trade that the federal government needs to take care of independently. 
3a. What are the potential disadvantages of a presidential system?
· It is difficult to remove an unsuitable president from office

· Separation of powers may lead to gridlock

· Branches of government may have different agendas

· Presidents may become too strong

· Many presidential systems have become authoritarian

3b. If you were designing a plan of government for a new democracy, would you plan for a presidential or parliamentary system? Explain.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.

4. Venn Diagrams should compare and contrast similarities and differences between a Presidential system and a Parliamentary system, recording uniquenesses in the outer portions of the circle and similarities in the overlapping section.  

Some examples are listed below but student responses are not limited to these answers. These answers should be recorded on the outside portion of the circles:

Presidential
· President is elected by the people for a limited term of office
· The president is in charge of the Executive Branch of government

· A separation of power prevents abuses of authority

· The president can make decisions independently and quickly
Parliamentary
· Chief executive is the leader whose party holds the most seats and is chosen by the legislature, not the people
· Executive and legislative branches of government are combined, often united in purpose and therefore there are few checks and balances
· Prime Minister lacks independence and is directly accountable to parliament
These two concepts have several fundamental concepts in common and these should be written in the overlapping, middle part of the diagram. 
5. Focus on Writing, Persuasive Writing Activity:  Answers should be well written and convincing, without grammatical or spelling errors and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the material in Chapter 1 Section 2, and previous sections if applicable.
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