US Government

Chapter 16 Review  - Answer Key
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, those provided below.
Section 1
1. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 16, Section 1 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

fundamental law
the laws that outline the fundamental political principles of a government, similar to the U.S. Constitution
Statutory law
Names all laws put forth by a lawmaking government body
1b. What are some common features of state constitutions? In what ways do state constitutions differ from one another?
Common Features:

· Express basic civic principles and practices
· Protect civil rights through a bill of rights

· Prescribes respect for the equality of citizens

· Provides for due process of law

· Frequently amended

· Frequently rewritten

· Overly detailed and inflexible

Differences:

· Length

· Revision histories
US Government, Chapter 16, Review AK, page 2
1c. In your opinion, is it better to amend a state constitution many times or to rewrite it completely? Explain your answer.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her opinion on whether it is better to amend a state constitution many times or to rewrite it completely in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 16, Section 1 text.

Section 2

2. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 16, Section 2 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

citizen legislatures
name state legislatures that meet only occasionally and for brief sessions, and whose members are paid a small salary for their service; also called “part-time legislatures”
professional legislatures
state legislatures that hold lengthy, annual sessions, and whose members are paid a full-time wage
line-item veto
the power that allows a governor to reject specific parts of legislation while signing the rest of a bill into law
Missouri Plan
A method of selecting state judges in which a state committee prepares a list of qualified candidates and the governor appoints a judge from this list
2b. How do the structure and functions of state governments resemble those of the national government?
State governments divide power amongst legislative, executive, and judicial branches. State governments also, like the federal government, have to find funding for expensive but necessary programs.
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2c. Why do you think citizen legislatures are becoming less common in the United States?
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her opinion on citizen legislatures and why they are becoming less common in the United States in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 16, Section 2 text.

Section 3

3. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:
Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 16, Section 3 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Counties
Are subdivisions of state government formed to carry out state laws, collect taxes, and supervise elections
Municipalities
The nation’s cities, towns, and villages; units of local government that are incorporated by the state and have a large degree of self-government
incorporation

mayor-council system
a form of municipal government in which citizens elect a mayor to serve as the chief executive and a city council to serve as the local legislature
council-manager system
names a form of municipal government in which the city council appoints a city manager to be the chief executive to handle the day-to-day operations of the city government while the mayor’s role is to lead the city council
commission system
names a form of municipal government in which a group of elected commissioners lead city departments and set local policies 
special districts
units of local government created to provide a single service, such as water, housing, or transportation, to a defined area
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zoning laws
laws that are designed to regulate land use
initiative
names the process that allows citizens to propose and enact state and local laws directly
referendum
a popular vote on a proposal that has already been considered by the legislature
recall
the process that allows citizens to remove government officials from office before the end of a term
3b. What important functions do local governments serve in citizens’ lives?
Local governments determine suitable uses for local land, lead town meetings, manage town affairs, provide for public safety, maintaining public roads, operating welfare programs, hospitals, and jails, keeping records of deeds, marriage licenses and other legal documents and supervising elections.
3c. In your opinion, what is the best way for citizens to actively participate in government? Explain your answer.
This question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her opinion about the best way for citizens to actively participate in government in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 16, Section 3 text.
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Please complete the Writing for the SAT assignment.

4. A detailed grading rubric for the Writing for the SAT assignment activity you completed is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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