US Government

Chapter 12 Review  - Answer Key
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, those provided below.
Section 1
1. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 12 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Stump Speech
Names a standard speech that candidates give during a political campaign
Negative Campaigning

Describes the process of attacking an opponent during a political campaign
Sound Bite

Names a very brief segment of a speech or statement usually broadcast on the radio or television
Demographic

Describes a population group defined by a specific characteristic or set of characteristics

1b. How might negative campaigning affect voter attitudes about elections?
Studies have shown that negative campaigning may energize the attacked candidate’s supporters and decrease support for the attacking candidate.

1c. Which position on a campaign staff do you think is the most important? Which position do you think is the least important? Explain the reasons for your ranking.
The answers to these questions are a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain which positions in a campaign staff the student perceives as the most and least important in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 12 text.
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Section 2

2. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:

Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 12 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Party-Building Activities
Names political party activities, such as voter registration drives and television ads supporting the party’s principles that do not support specific candidates but instead promote the party
Issue Ads

Name advertisements that support or oppose candidates’ views without specifically calling for their election or defeat
Leadership PACs

Describes political action committees that are separate from the officeholder’s campaign organization
527 Group

Names a tax-exempt organization created to influence an election by attempting to influence voters’ opinions about candidates or issues without directly calling for a candidate’s election or defeat
2b. What is the relationship between interest groups, PACs and candidates in an election campaign? How might this relationship change over the course of the election campaign?
Each of these groups plays a different role in an election campaign:
· Interest Groups – organizations of people with shared ideas and attitudes who attempt to influence public policy
· PACs  - names a Political Action Committee, the most important source of campaign funding; PACs often make contributions to a candidate or the candidate’s party, and collects donations from members of an interest group or from others who support the PAC’s cause.
· Candidates – name those who seek election to political office
Student answers should indicate, with evidence and support from the textbook, the relationship between these groups during a campaign and how their relationship might change during the campaign.
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2c. How might a PAC ensure that an interest group is influential no matter which candidate wins?
PACs often make contributions to a candidate or the candidate’s party, and collect donations from members of an interest group or from others who support the PAC’s cause. 
Section 3

3. For each term, write a sentence that explains its significance or meaning:
Sentences should be well written and should articulately explain each vocabulary word. Sentences should be well-supported, concise and appropriately references the Chapter 12 text to convey the proper meaning of the term, listed below according to the textbook definition.

Poll Workers
Name people hired by local election officials to manage voting on Election Day
Poll Watchers

Name volunteers that a party or candidate sends to polling places to ensure that the election there is run fairly

Redistricting

Names the process of drawing new boundaries for legislative districts
3b. In what ways does a GOTV campaign increase a candidate’s chance of being elected? Do you think a candidate could win without the help of volunteers like those that take part in a GOTV campaign? Explain your answer.
A GOTV campaign increases a candidate’s chance of being elected by helping to “get out the vote”, by making phone calls to encourage voters to vote and by offering rides for voters who otherwise might not make it to the polls. The answer to the second part of this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain if a candidate could win without the help of volunteers like those that take part in a GOTV campaign in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 12 text.
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3c. How might low voting rates among young people affect the influence young people have on society?
The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain if low voting rates among young people affects the influence young people have on society in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Chapter 12 text.

4.  A detailed grading rubric for the Writing for the SAT activity completed is provided on the course Answer Key page.
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