“The War of the Wall”

21.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


The painter lady’s lack of action in the face of insults and questions shows me that she will not stoop to the mean-spirited level of those interactions. She has come to do something important, and she does not want to waste time by explaining herself or arguing with people. If she had announced her intentions, she probably would have had to listen to other people’s ideas about what to paint. The story would have been very different, because it would have been more about the painting itself and less about the dynamics occurring between the characters.

