NAMES/NOMBRES JULIA ALVAREZ

Selection Reading Focus GraphicOrganizerFinding the Main Idea

Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

Topic: Two Cultures/Two Names

Detail: At first, Julia is bothered when people

do not use the Spanish pronunciation for her

name.

Detail: Soon her feelings change; she wants

an American-sounding name to blend in with

the other kids.

Detail: Julia likes the nicknames she gets in

high school as a popular kid.

Detail: She explains that her full Dominican

name reflects her heritage on both sides of her

family.

Detail: She understands that the names she

calls her relatives are keys to explaining her

relationship with them.

After You Read

Students’ responses will vary. Some sample

responses follow:

Main Idea: Names connect us to our family

and to our friends. Names connect us to the

past and to the present. Names reflect our heritage and how we adapt to a new culture.
