“The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” Act 2
19 Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

Steve, Charlie, Tommy, and Les all react

differently to the basic events in the play. Steve

seems to be the voice of reason throughout. Though

he is puzzled when the power goes out and his car

will not start, he does not immediately start blaming

others.

Charlie becomes suspicious of others early

on. At first, he reacts reasonably to the power outage,

and seeks to find out what has happened. However,

once Tommy speaks up, and after Les Goodman”s

car starts on its own he immediately starts to add his

own suspicions to the group’s. Later, he overreacts

so badly that he shoots and kills his own neighbor,

Pete Van Horn. When the group turns on Charlie, he

is such a coward that he accuses fourteen-year-old

Tommy of being to blame.

Tommy believes that the situation is very

much like what he’s read in stories about monsters

taking over, and so he tries to warn the others. He is

also very scared. When the group turns on him, he

tries to run.

Les is the first man to be accused, because

his car starts without him and because he watches the

sky at night. At first, he warns the group that they are

starting something terrible. Later, though, he joins in

the mob mentality and accuses Steve, who had

earlier defended him.

Based on their actions, we can say that Steve

is a reasonable and kind man, Charlie is a suspicious

and impulsive man, Tommy is an imaginative and

sensitive boy, and Les is suspicious and ready to

blame.

Perhaps Steve’s reactions are the most

understandable to the reader, since we sense the mob

getting out of control. Tommy’s reactions are also

understandable, since he is a young boy.

I think that Les Goodman is the hardest to

understand, since he knows what it feels like to be

unfairly accused. Later, he does the same thing to

others.
