Poems by E. E. Cummings
Constructed Response


15.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


Through the poet’s use of alliteration, repetition, and rhyme, words and lines flow together to create a sense of movement in the poem. For example, in the fifth stanza, horn and hip are linked through alliteration (line 11). The repetition of the word riding links lines 11 and 12, and the use of slant rhyme (down and dawn) links lines 12 and 13. These repeated sounds make the words and lines in the stanza roll together, and they help to drive the reader forward. This sense of forward motion reflects the actions of the hunter who is chasing after the deer. The use of repetition, in particular the repetition of the line “four lean hounds crouched low and smiling,” also builds tension in the poem and creates a sense of suspense about what will happen during the hunt.

