“Zoo” and “He-y, Come On Ou-t!”

20.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows:


Both stories have messages for people living on Earth. The message of “Zoo” has to do with what is a typical human assumption: That human are the only intelligent life forms in the universe, and they are superior to any life forms that might be discovered on other planets. The surprise twist at the end is that what the humans think is a traveling zoo, the beings on the spaceship think is a tour that visits zoos in other worlds and the human are not spectators but a zoo exhibit. The message of “He—y, Come on Ou—t!” is about how humans treat the Earth. In the story, every kind of toxic thing is dropped into what seems to be a bottomless hole. But as the things that were sent into the hole first—the boy’s call and a pebble—come back to Earth, the implication is that the rest of the stuff will follow.

