COLLECTION 7 SUMMATIVE TEST

Vocabulary Skills

1. C 3. A 5. C

2. B 4. B

Comprehension

6. D 8. B 10. A

7. D 9. C

How to Read a Poem

11. Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

structure—line length: Short quickly read

lines give a sense of brief thoughts and intense

emotions.

punctuation: The lack of punctuation makes

the ideas run together as almost one long

sentence.

similes: The word “like” is used at the end to

compare grandmother’s words to emotions

and the author feelings.

words used with extended meaning: The

meaning of the word “sleeping” is extended

when used to describe a fire that has burned

down
rhyme: None of the words rhyme in any

pattern.

images: The poet offers many images of his

grandmother, such as her purple scarf and

plastic shopping bag.

stanzas: There is only one stanza, which tends

to blend ideas together.

tone: The tone seems reserved as the poem

honors its subject.

Identifying Alliteration and

Personification

12. Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

Alliteration: The poet uses the sounds of “p”

and “s” when he identifies his grandmother

through the image of “purple”, “plastic”, and

“scarf”, “shopping”. Later in the poem, “s”

sounds are repeated with “someone”,

“stirring”, and “sleeping”. This provides a

certain rhythm.

Personification: The poet remembers his

grandmother by hearing a voice come out of a

rock which is impossible but suggests that his

grandmother is part of nature now. This

suggests that her memory is part of something

greater now—a spirit, a force beyond human

form.

Questioning

13. Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

Question: How could the poet see a woman’s

shape from a mile away?”

Answer: The poet exaggerates to make the

point that he will never forget his

grandmother.

Question: Would words flow inside someone

like blood?

Answer: The poet means thoughts or ideas

that the words represent are passing through

his brain as he thinks of his grandmother

speaking to him.

Question: What kind of light is produced by

stirring ashes of a dead fire and how does this

relate to his grandmother?

Answer: When someone stirs the ashes of a

sleeping fire, something that seems to be dead

glows and begins to burn again. This is similar

to the way that seeing reminders of his

grandmother causes the speaker to remember

her words and to feel the glow of her love

again.
Describing Mental Images

14. Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

(Note: Each choice relates to a different sense

so any answer should link a sense to each set

of lines from the poem. A: sight, B: touch, C:

smell, D: hearing.

I think B appeals to my sense of touch most

strongly. My grandmother used to rub and

scratch my head, so this poem makes me think

of her. And the touch of warmth and strength

would make me feel loved and cared for. The

touch of someone you love and who loves you

is very powerful.

Literary Focus

15. Students’ responses will vary. A sample

response follows:

Narrative: This type of poem tells a story. It

is like a ballad or an epic poem because it has

characters, a plot, and a setting.

Lyric: This type of poem expresses the

feelings of the poet. Most poems are of this

type.

Ode: This type of poem is a lyric poem but it

celebrates something or someone. It is usually

a tribute.

Sonnet: This type of poem is another lyric

poem but it has very strict rules about how it

rhymes and the meter of each line.

Elegy: This type of poem mourns for

something or someone that is lost. The poet

describes feeling or emotions.

Free Verse: This type of poem does not use

regular rhyme or rhythm and often sounds like

the way people speak.

Catalog Poem: This type of poem lists the

poet’s feelings or thoughts on a subject. It is

often written in free verse.

Students should circle “elegy.”
