“Bargain”

Constructed Response


18.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows.


I inferred from the ending that the author believes justice is a valid course of action while revenge is not. If Mr. Baumer had killed Slade just because Slade had not paid his bill, that would be revenge. However, Slade had been tormenting Mr. Baumer and assaulting him physically. There was no other way that Mr. Baumer could safeguard his life. The law was not a recourse that time in the West and no one else was going to stop Slade. So, Mr. Baumer sought justice by having Slade destroy himself through his own weakness of not being able to read. Through the first-person point of view, I identified with Al and through him, with Mr. Baumer.

