“Arithmetic”
Constructed Response


12.
Students’ responses will vary. A sample response follows.


In the first stanza of “Arithmetic,” Sandburg compares arithmetic to pigeons flying in and out of your head. This is a simile, since Sandburg is comparing two unlike things, and using the words like and where. The comparison evokes the feeling of not quite being able to focus on something that is difficult.


In the second stanza of “Arithmetic,” Sandburg compares arithmetic to a person telling you how many you lose or win. This is an example of personification. This comparison seems humorous to me, since Sandburg points out that arithmetic can only help you if you already know how many you had before.


In the third stanza, Sandburg compares arithmetic to nursery rhymes. This is a metaphor, since he does not use “like” or “as” in the comparison. This comparison evokes the feeling of a child learning numbers through rhymes and songs.


The fact that Sandburg presents the comparisons in list form makes the tone of the poem seem humorous. Sandburg does not just leave us with one idea about arithmetic, but leaves us with an assortment of images. He ends the poem with two questions that are in the form of math word problems. These also add to the humor of the poem.

