“After Twenty Years”

Short Answer Response

20.
Student responses will vary. A sample answer follows:


At the end of the story, we know that Jimmy is conflicted because he cannot bring himself to arrest his old friend. We don’t know, however, exactly how Bob feels. Up until the end of the story, we are told about their friendship when they were growing up. At the end, we realize that their lives in the past twenty years have put them at odds: Jimmy is a police officer; Bob is a crook. So it can be said that they are both friends and enemies. We know about both characters equally because the narration has been in the omniscient third person. This point of view allows us to have an equal, or almost equal, amount of information about both characters, and therefore to understand the ways they view each other.

