“Brother”  Applying Your Skills
Possible Responses

1. She is lighter skinned, she’s less handsome, and she has woollier hair.

2. an “unshakable God”

3. He stands up for her when she needs support.

4. It is difficult to separate facts from opinions when Angelou mixes information about Bailey with her feelings toward him. This account is a combination of fact and opinion.

5. He is charming and mischievous; I like him a lot.

6. She thought being pretty and charming were very important. She wanted to be smooth and clever like Bailey was.

7. I might learn about other members or her family and about experiences she had at other times in her life.

8. We learn that she doesn’t have much confidence.  Her comparisons are opinions because they are based on Angelou’s own belies about herself, which may or may not be true. The comparisons contribute to the portrait of Bailey as a wonderful brother whom Angelou admires deeply.

9. Angelou reveals Bailey’s character by showing how he acts and by showing what others think about him.  She does not show Bailey’s inner thoughts or feelings.  The first-person point of view of the story is what causes Angelou to use these techniques.

